
THEATRE ALIBI TECHNICAL INFORMATION 2025 

EMMANUEL HALL – MAIN HALL 

 
 
Emmanuel Hall is an old church hall which we have renovated and adapted to hold a 
variety of performances and events for young people.  Whilst we do have technical 
facilities, these are limited.  Please ask any questions before your arrival. 
 

THE SPACE 
The Main Hall is a flexible space but has been designed with two main performance 
areas; Performance area 1 is on the floor in front of the raised stage or Performance 
area 2 is in front of the long wall with optional projector screen, opposite the windows. 

 
“End on” performance area 1: 9m wide x 4m deep 
“Side on” performance area 2: 5m wide x 2.5m deep 

 
The floor is flat and made of plywood which is painted black.  Screwing into the floor is 
not allowed and any significant damage will need to be repaired at the cost of the 
visiting company.  Please avoid using tape whenever possible as this usually damages 
the paint finish (we have a couple of cable mats available). 
 
The raised stage is not typically used for performance, but if you have an idea and 
would like to incorporate it into your show, please speak to us in advance. Note the 
raised stage area is raked and does not extend beyond the proscenium arch.  
 
There are black tabs on tracks along the two long walls and just behind the raised stage 
proscenium arch. 
 
Seating consists of mats and cushions, chairs, mid-height stools and high stools. 



Our standard audience capacity is 85, but may be increased to 100 for certain events 
and performances. Please check in advance which layouts are possible with the 
capacity that’s been agreed for your event.  If the performance or event is aimed at 
children under 12, we will typically include mats on the floor as part of the seating 
layout.  Events for older children or just adults will have chairs and stools only. 
 

SIMPLE TECH SET UP FOR THOSE WITHOUT TECH SUPPORT 
If you don’t need much equipment, don’t tour with a technician, or just want to keep 
things simple, we have some easy-to-use sound and lighting options available that can 
be used without any need for additional support. 
 

Lighting 
The Main Hall has warm white uplighters for everyday use, these can dim slightly and 
are controlled by light switches near the doors.  
 
For performance options there is a control pad under the light switches with numbered 
“preset” buttons. Each button will bring up a different lighting look.  
 

Sound 
Our sound desk is plugged up ready for you and has either a mini jack or blue tooth 
option to connect to your device.  
 
Instructions for using the simple sound and lighting options are available. 
 

FOR THOSE WITH MORE COMPLEX TECHNICAL REQUIRMENTS 
 

Lighting 
There is a small fixed rig which provides basic cover and colour wash options for both 
performance areas.  This rig has a fixed focus. There are 3 x Colorsource S4 Juniors that 
act as specials for performance area 1, on the balcony bar, which can be refocused.  
You can also add additional toured units to this bar without an additional cost.  Please 
see the fixed rig lighting plan.  No other lights in the rig may be moved or refocused. 
 
Control is via ECT Puck running EOS software, with two monitors – note we do not 
currently have a programming wing, but the standard set up has a virtual keyboard. The 
DMX input and Puck are located at the control patch panel. 
 
Our Fixed Rig consists of: 



- 6 x Chauvet SlimPar Pro H USB = evenly spaced, focused as House Lights for 
both areas. 

- 4 x Chauvet Ovation F-145WW LED Fresnel = 2 pairs focused as face light for 
each performance area. The Ovations have a motorised zoom and are focused 
for use between 30 and 45 degrees. 

- 8 x ECT Colorsource Par with wide lens filter = 2 focused as side light for 
performance area 2. Performance area 1 has 2 focused as diagonal backlight, 2 
focused as a side pipe end wash, and 2 focused as diagonal front wash. 

- 4 x Colorsource S4 Junior = 1 for performance area 2 focused as a speaker's 
spotlight. 3 as re-focusable specials for performance area 1, accessed via the 
balcony (no ladder required). 

 
Small amount of additional equipment available including: 

• 3 x LED Cameo PixBar 400 Pro 
• 6 x Chauvet LED Slim PAR Q6 
• 1 x Act 6 dimmer  
• 4 x Tank Trap style boom bases and 2m Black Scaff poles. 
• Selection of cables including 3 and 5 pin DMX, Powercon and 13 and 15amp 

extensions. Please ask in advance about lengths and quantities available 

 
Note additional equipment may be charged for - please discuss in advance.  
 
If you require a more complex rig or wish to make changes to the fixed rig, including re-
focusing anything beyond the Balcony Bar, please get in touch in advance as this will 
likely incur additional costs – see also working at height access. 
 
Additional DMX outputs: 
There are 2 Universes of DMX, with Universe 2 reserved for touring fixtures. Additional 
outputs for DMX for both Universes are available at both patch panels at floor level. See 
plan for location of patch panels. 
 
Additional outputs for each universe on Balcony, SC and Area 1 LX bars. Note those on 
The SC and Area 1 LX Bars are not accessible without a ladder and advance notice. 

 
Power 
Our rig is completely LED and we do not have any 15amp dimming available as 
standard.  However, there is additional 32amp power situated on the balcony if you 
need to tour dimmers. 
 



There are multiple 13amp sockets available in the Hall and 2 x 16amp sockets located 
by the patch panels. 
 
The Balcony, SC and Area 1 LX bars each have 1 x spare16amp socket available. The SC 
LX bar also has 1 x 13amp socket available. Note those on The SC and Area 1 LX Bars 
are not accessible without a ladder and advance notice. 
 

Sound 
Our standard PA consists of: 

- 4 x powered Yamaha DXR8 speakers permanently rigged in the space – see plan 
for positions.  These can be patched at the control patch panel to select the 
configuration most suitable for your performance.  

- Control is a Presonus BT 14ch desk with USB and Bluetooth.  

There are 3 mic tie lines and 2 speaker tie lines at each of the patch panels at floor level. 
These can be patched at the control patch panel located at the control position. See 
plan for location of patch panels. 
 
Small amount of additional equipment available including: 

• 4 x SM58s  
• 2 x T:bone wireless mic adaptors  
• 1 x 30m stage box 
• Mic stands 
• Music stands 
• Macbook with Qlab 4 
• Selection of cables including XLR and Jack leads 

Note additional equipment may be charged for - please discuss in advance.  
 
If you require a more complex rig, please get in touch in advance as this will likely incur 
additional costs. 

Projection 
Permanently rigged Panasonic PT-VMZ71EJ projector focused onto a 3m wide 
motorised screen in front of the long wall opposite the windows (rear of Performance 
Area 2) 
HDMI connection at the control panel. 
 
Small amount of additional equipment available including: 

• 2 x Panasonic PT-VZ570 projectors – note these do not have any rigging available 
• 2 x DMX shutters 



• Selection of cables including RJ45 patch leads, adaptors to HDMI, VGA cable etc 

 
Note additional equipment may be charged for - please discuss in advance.  
 

HEALTH & SAFETY 
Everyone working at Emmanuel Hall is required to adhere to Theatre Alibi’s Health & 
Safety policies and procedures (available on request), in particular Fire Safety, 
Emergency Evacuation and Safeguarding, and follow instructions given by Theatre Alibi 
staff or representatives.    

Organisers of all events and performances will need to submit a risk assessment and 
evidence of Public Liability Insurance at least 2 weeks in advance. 

No smoke/haze, naked flames or pyrotechnics are permitted.  

Animals are only allowed on site with prior consent from Theatre Alibi.  Assistance dogs 
are exempt and welcome. 

Any equipment brought onto site must be in good repair and safe to use including, but 
not limited to, ensuring electrical equipment is PAT tested.  Equipment must be used 
appropriately by competent people with necessary paperwork in place. 

Working At Height 
Our standard agreements do not permit working at height. S hould you need to work at 
height this must be agreed in advance.  Those wanting to work at height without hiring 
additional tech support from us must provide a full risk assessment and proof of 
competence before arrival.  Failure to do this will result in only our fixed rig being 
available for use. 

Access equipment:  

• 1 x 12 rung Zarges Skymaster – this is the ladder needed to access the rig and 
requires a minimum of 2 people to be used. Solo use is not permitted. 

• Selection of shorter step ladders 
• 4 x hard hats 

SUSTAINABILITY 
Theatre Alibi are passionate about environmental sustainability. It is at the forefront of 
all our decision making and we encourage all those using our building to place it in as 
high a regard as we do.  



We are founding members of Sustainability Arts Gathering Exeter and are happy to 
connect you with this group that is aimed at resource and knowledge sharing amongst 
arts organisations in the South West. 

On site we have recycling bins in each room. Please use these instead of general waste 
bins were ever possible.  

OTHER USERS/SAFEGUARDING 
We share our building with St Thomas Library, as well as other short and long term 
hirers.  Many of the activities happening here are with and for children and therefore we 
expect all our visitors to behave appropriately at all times.  This includes no smoking or 
vaping anywhere on the site, avoiding swearing and inappropriate conversations in 
public areas and not bringing alcohol onto site (unless as part of a pre-planned event). 

PARKING 
We have a small, but busy carpark – let us know if you’d like us to reserve one space for 
your touring vehicle.  Please note: audiences are not permitted to use the carpark, 
except for access requirements. 

For more info on how to find us, please see our website: 
https://theatrealibi.co.uk/contact-us/ 

FACILITIES 
Toilets, including an accessible toilet, are on the ground floor and shared with other 
users and visitors to the building.   

There is a small dressing room available, but please note this is accessed down a few 
steps.  If any members of the visiting company need a more accessible changing space, 
please let us know and we’ll do our best to come up with a plan.   

There is a small shared kitchen which you are welcome to use. 

We have limited capacity for rubbish disposal and we may ask you take any excess 
waste from your event or performance away with you. 

We have very limited storage space here so, unless agreed in advance, we won’t be 
able to store any equipment before or after your visit. 

STAFFING 
Tech support is not usually supplied.  If you’d like us to book a local technician to 
support your event please let us know as early as possible and at least 6 weeks in 
advance.  This will usually result in an additional charge to the visiting company.  

For public events and performances, there will be a Duty Manager to look after 
audience safety and building security. 

 

https://theatrealibi.co.uk/contact-us/

